LB 434, 819

March 25, 1976

the citizen has $20,000 in insurance and the Judgment that
the doctor got was in excess of that $20,000 the face value
of the policy does not limit the doctors recovery. He can
levy on anything of value with certain exceptions that that
person has. Everything is in the doctors favor. If the
members who are forcing this bill say that the fund is going
to be solvent, how can this hurt anything. On the other hand
1f the fund does not pay off then there is a way that the
cltizen who has been wronged can obtaln satisfaction of the
Judgment. Is 1t right to let a doctor have tremendous personal
assets and not have to satisfy a Jjudgment based on a wrongful
conduct that he has perpetrated. I hope that you will vote
to bring this bill back. I hope that you will accept the
amendment. It is not going to disrupt the bill, but what

it 1s going to do 1is place some degree of responsibility

on the doctor to pay off if he commits a wrong, and this

fund does not pay. I would like to ask Senator Dworak a
question, then I'm going to be through. Senator Dworak, do
you think that it is impossible for this fund to fail? Do
you think that it 1s impossible for a situation to arise
where the fund would not have enough money to pay off a
Judgment?

SENATOR DWORAK: Well impossible is a strong word. I think
that there would be possibilities. I think that it is with-
in the reazlm of possibility.

SENATOR CHEAMBERS: Now, if that occurred, if that occurred
and this amendment was not adopted, how would the judgment
that had been awarded to the injured patient be paild?

SENATOR DWORAK: Through a speclal assessment of the people
within the fund.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If that were not paid?

SENATOR DWORAK: If that were not paid, that is the end of
the road for the claimant.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you.

PRESIDENT: The question is shall LB434 be returned for the
specific amendment. Record the vote. Please vote. Have
you all voted? Have you voted on this matter? Record.
CLERK: 8 ayes, 14 nays.

PRESIDENT: Motion fails. Next.

CLERK: Mr. President, may I read some material into the
Journal?

PRESIDENT: Yes.

CLERK: Mr. President, Legislative Resolutions 191-195 will

be inserted into the Journal. They all call for studies by
interim committe®® of the Legislature. They will all be referred
to the Executive Board.

Mr. Presldent, your committee on E & R reports that we have
examined and reviewed LB819 and find the same correctly enrolled.
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